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Professor Carla Baan is interested in the role of cytokines, T cells and B cells, and
immunosuppressive drugs in clinical organ transplantation. The primary objective of
her research is to develop and exploit new technologies for the diagnosis of transplant
rejection using blood and urinary biomarkers.
Prof. Baan’s group has been leading research into the role of the T cell cytokine IL-21
in solid organ transplantation. This cytokine stimulates Th17 immunity and promotes
the cytotoxicity and expansion of cytotoxic T lymphocytes. It is also a key cytokine
secreted by T follicular helper cells to activate B cells.

In her guest lecture, Prof. Baan will give an overview of current research on IL-21 in
transplantation and its potential as a target for immunosuppression.


